PRESIDENT’'S CORNER

The Ohio Invasive
Plants Council has had a
busy year with changes
in leadership, a
successful annual
meeting, and a fresh

batch of plant
assessments. During our Spring meeting, the
board voted to reverse the roles of the
President and Vice President moving myself to
the presidency and Jennifer Windus into the VP
role. Jennifer has been an enduring leader for
our organization for over a decade, carrying us
through many challenges and celebrations.
Thank you to Jennifer for your legacy of
dedication and commitment! Frankly, I'm
relieved to continue to have you working
beside us in the coming years.

We were all excited to have so many terrific
folks and organizations join us in February for
our 21 Annual Meeting at the Goslin Nature
Center in Alley Park near Lancaster. The facility
was a perfect venue for the meeting and over
100 people attended. A great selection of
speakers presented various invasive plant
topics. We particularly thank the eleven
sponsors who provided financial support for
this meeting and our upcoming activities. More
about the Annual Meeting can be found within
this newsletter.
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OIPC continues to scientifically assess
suspected invasive plant species using a robust
evaluation methodology and to recommend
plants assessed to be invasive in Ohio be added
to the Ohio Dept of Agriculture invasive plant
list. Addition of plants to the ODA invasive list
removes them from sale and distribution in
Ohio. We are pleased with the 65 species
currently on the ODA list, but there are more
that have been scored as invasive and are still
for sale across our state. Our Assessment Team
has been reviewing more species this year and
working with other partners across the
Midwest to develop a methodology to assess
cultivars. The OIPC Board intends to
recommend more species for the ODA list later
this year as there are many more that should
be removed from sale due to their assessed
invasiveness. Many of these are already well
established in natural areas throughout the
state such as Japanese hops, creeping
buttercup, and black alder.

Be sure to join our listserv with Google
Groups, oipc@googlegroups.com, if you have
not already. Joining this group is a great way to
share information on invasive plants and
upcoming events, ask questions, and help this
group continue to grow and connect. We
encourage you to check out the new page on
the OIPC website, Invasive Alternatives, found
in its own tab on the main toolbar. We have
information on 22 different invasive plants,
with 3-10 suggested alternative species to
replace the invasives. We include brief
descriptions of the invasive plants and
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photographs of many of the alternative species
we recommend. We hope this new
information, which supplements our brochure
on alternatives, will be useful to you.

If you are looking for opportunities to help
control invasive plants in natural areas, one
way is to participate in the Ohio Natural Areas

& Preserves Association’s Stewardship Projects.

See the ONAPA website at www.onapa.org for
information on 2026 projects. Many local
metro parks and park districts, state and
federal agencies around the state also have
opportunities for volunteers to help control
invasive plants. Each of us can help to address
invasive plant challenges on a local level.

Help us spread the word about invasive
plants and visit our website at www.oipc.info
frequently! If you need a plant identified or are
looking for more information on invasive
plants, contact us through our website and we
will respond as soon as possible. If you would
like to recommend a plant to be assessed for
invasiveness by the OIPC Assessment Team, let
us know and we can add it to the list for
evaluation. Finally, if you would like to
contribute an article to our newsletter about
invasive plants or an appropriate restoration
project, let us know as we are always looking
for new material.

- Gary Conley, OIPC Board President

Another Successful OIPC
Annual Meeting!

The Ohio Invasive Plants Council held its
Annual Meeting on Friday, February 20t at the
Goslin Nature Center in Alley Park, just south of
Lancaster. The facility was a perfect venue for
the meeting and over 100 people attended.
There was a great selection of speakers
including Dr. Sarah Emery from Bowling Green
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Sam Wilhelm, Metroparks Toledo, discusses the invasive
plant management challenges when managing Howard
Marsh, a constructed Lake Erie marsh. Photo by Carrie
Morrow.

State University, Mesa Grine from Wright State
University (OIPC grant recipient), Tom Macy
from the ODNR Division of Forestry, Sam
Wilhelm from Metroparks Toledo, Kevin Ptacek
from Five Rivers Metroparks, and Jennifer
Windus, OIPC President. Morning refreshments
and lunch were provided by Provisions Deli in
Lancaster.

We particularly wish to thank the 11
sponsors who provided financial support for
this meeting and our upcoming activities:

e Listerman & Associates, Inc.

e Davey Resource Group

¢ ODNR Division of Forestry

¢ Crane Hollow, Inc.

¢ Ohio Natural Areas & Preserves Association
e Metroparks Toledo

¢ Five Rivers Metroparks

¢ The Nature Conservancy

* Preservation Parks

¢ Division of Natural Areas & Preserves
e Columbus & Franklin Co. Metroparks

- Jennifer Windus, OIPC Board Vice-President
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OIPC Announces
Research Grant Recipients

OIPC is happy to congratulate this year’s
OIPC research grant recipients! We received
multiple applications focused on OIPC priority
topics and were fortunate to be able to fund
two awards. OIPC greatly appreciates the work
of all applicants who took the time to write
proposals about invasive plant concerns in
Ohio. We also appreciate the work of the
review panel, which included reviewers
representing land management and academia.

Bryan Gilliland and Steve Hovick of Ohio
State submitted a successful proposal entitled,
“Effects of AMF Inoculation of Native and
Invasive Plants of Northeast Ohio.” This project
focuses on understanding the role soil
microbiomes might play in restoration of native
plants, as well as the growth of invasive plants,
in wetlands.

Bryan Yahn from Great Parks in Cincinnati
will receive support for his project, entitled,
“Control Techniques for Yellow Iris (/ris
pseudacorus) at Great Parks of Hamilton
County.” This project aims to improve
management efficiency and effectiveness by
investigating application methods and the
number of treatments needed for yellow iris
management.

We encourage students, academics, and
land managers to apply for next year’s grant
cycle, which will be due in late fall. We
especially encourage applications for projects
that focus on OIPC's research questions
(http://www.oipc.info/help-answer-
researchquestions.html) or focus directly on
improving invasive plant management.

- Emily Rauschert, OIPC Research Chair &
Cleveland State University
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Motivating Residents to
Replace Invasives

with Natives

Ohio’s County Soil and Water Conservation
Districts have traditionally helped property
owners improve their property through
discounted sales of plants that can help with
erosion and stormwater control. In recent
years, some of the Districts have offered
incentives tied to education, providing items
such as plant vouchers, rain barrels, or compost
bins as rewards for taking brief online classes.

WANTED!

INVA TREES & SHRUE

'IN FRANKLIN COUNTY{ .

« Callery Pear

+ Non-native Bush & Vine |
Honeysuckles (Amur
Honeysuckle, Morrow,
Tatarian, Japanese)

« Tree of Heaven
+ Burning Bush

« Japanese Barberry

LAST SEEN IN THESE PARTICIPATING COMMUNITIES:
Columbus, Grandview Heights, Grove City, Hilliard,
New Albany, Reynoldsburg, Gahanna, Bexley, Cana
Winchester, Upper Arlington & Westerville*
*CALLERY PEAR ONLY

Learn more and apply at
www.communitybackyards.org

These programs have helped residents
introduce beneficial plants and practices, but
they often do little to encourage people to
actually remove invasive plants from their
landscapes. Recently, however, some Districts
have started invasive bounty programs where
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residents get payment reimbursement for
removing specific invasive plants and replacing
them with beneficial ones.

Franklin County Soil and Water District
(FCSWD) began a pilot bounty or “trade-in”
program with the city of New Albany in 2024
and expanded the program in 2026 to include a
dozen municipalities, offering between $100-
$500 to residents who participate in the
program. The program is a unique partnership
with municipalities committing to financial
backing for a set number of reimbursements in
their areas and FSWCD administering the
program.

For residents participating in the program
there are 3 steps to the process.

Step 1: register online and take a quick (10
minute) online course focusing on five invasive
plants and suggested native plant alternatives,
Step 2: document the removal of the invasive
tree or shrub and replacement with a native
alternative, Step 3: submit photos and receipts
for reimbursement.

The program this year has proved quite
popular, with residents of several of the
municipalities using up all their allotted
“bounties” within the first three months. In
addition, some local tree removal companies
have helped by offering discounts for residents
with larger projects.

It remains to be seen how the replacement
trees and shrubs will fare over the coming
years, but plan coordinators are hopeful that
the program will continue to inspire more
residents to BOTH remove invasives and
replace them with natives. You can learn more
about this program by visiting
www.communitybackyards.org/invasive-trade-

IN-program

- Steve Herminghausen, OIPC Board
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When Two Invaders Collide!

Tree-of-heaven (Ailanthus altissima) is a fast-
growing invasive hardwood tree that occurs
throughout Ohio, invading both urban and
natural landscapes. It was introduced to North
America from China, praised for its ability to
produce shade quickly. Its popularity quickly
waned when its invasive qualities were realized
as the tree proved it had the incredible ability
to grow virtually anywhere including within
small gaps next to building foundations, streets,
and sidewalks.

Il

Tree-of-heaven growing in the crack between the sidewalk
and foundation of a building in the urban environment.
Photo by Annemarie Smith, ODNR Division of Forestry,
Bugwood.org.

Tree-of-heaven has been targeted for many
invasive removal programs for decades because
of its many undesirable invasive qualities. It
reproduces prolifically though seeds and root
suckers. It contains allelopathic compounds
that prevent other plant species from
establishing near it. The leaves, bark, and
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seeds contain bitter compounds that make it
undesirable as a food source for most wildlife.
It has been documented to be beneficial for
some pollinator species, however honey
produced near tree-of-heaven populations
often has an unpleasant flavor. On top of the
impacts of this invasive tree in both the urban
and natural environments, it can also pose a
health risk for people. When people come into
contact with the plant, it can cause skin
irritations. In very rare cases, consumption of
sap or exposure through open cuts has cases
myocarditis (heart inflammation).

This invasive and noxious tree is attracting
new attention because it is the preferred host
of a new invader, the spotted lanternfly
(Lycorma delicatula). Spotted lanternfly was
identified in Pennsylvania in 2014. In February
of 2026, the Ohio Department of Agriculture
declared the invader as widespread in Ohio and
issugd a state-wide quarantine.

Adult spotted lanternflies on mature tree-of-heaven at
Metroparks Toledo, Wildwood Preserve Metropark. Photo
by LaRae Sprow.
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Spotted lanternfly nymphs feeding on tree-of-heaven.
Photo by Sara Lalk, Clemsen University, Bugwood.org.

Spotted lanternfly uses a long needle-like
stylet to pierce the bark of woody plants and
suck the phloem (sap) from the host tree.
Although it has been documented that spotted
lanternfly can feed on over 70 species of trees
and woody vines, tree-of-heaven is its
preferred host. While it is not yet understood
how spotted lanternfly may impact our natural
habitats, it has become very clear that it is
having major negative impacts on agriculture,
especially on grapes, fruit trees, and hops.

The spotted lanternfly waste excretion, called
honeydew, is a sticky substance. When the
insect population is dense, it leaves a sticky
honeydew layer mess on sidewalks, patios,
outdoor dining areas, and building facades.
This sweet and sticky honeydew then attracts
secondary nuisances such as bees and ants. As
the honeydew ages, it becomes even more
unsightly as it becomes a breeding ground for a
black sooty mold. It is this black sooty mold
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that also seems to have the most negative
impact on agricultural crops, reducing crop
marketability and inhibiting the photosynthetic
capacity of leaves.

The collision of these two invaders is
heightening efforts on public and private lands
to remove tree-of-heaven which will hopefully
in turn help to reduce the density of spotted
lanternfly populations.

If this classic horror story is inspiring you to
join the fight, the first step is learning to
accurately identify tree-of-heaven. It has large
compound leaves with smooth-edged leaflets.
At first glance the leaves of the tree may look
like black walnut or sumac, however both of
these native species have leaflets with toothed
edges. Tree-of-heaven leaves have a distinct
foul order often described as burnt or rancid
peanut butter. If in doubt...sniff it out! The
bark is generally smooth with lenticels, grey in
color, resembling a cantaloupe skin as it gets

Tree-of-heaven leaves have smooth edges. The trees are
either male or female, and the female trees are prolific
seed produces as seen in this image. Photo by Chuck
Bargeron, University of Georgia, Bugwood.org.

older. Trees are either male or female, with the
female trees beginning seed production as
early as 3 years of age. The seeds are
conspicuous reddish-tan samaras that are wind
dispersed.

Once identified you will want to come up
with the best strategy for removal on your
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property. Unfortunately, if you have a large
tree, removal may be costly. It would be worth
your time to look for funding aid by contacting
your local government offices and Soil and
Water Conservation District before scheduling
your tree removal. Because of the impacts of
this double invasion, many regions are getting
grant funding or offering removal incentives
that private property owners may be able to
apply for and benefit from.

Cutting or mowing smaller tree-of-heaven
stimulates aggressive sprouting from the tree
root systems so it is not recommended to cut
or mow saplings. If you do decide that cutting
or mowing is your best treatment option, it is
critical to treat the cut-stumps with an
herbicide mixed at a label rate for stump
treatments. Instead of cutting and mowing, it
is recommended to use approved herbicides
such as triclopyr or glyphosate products to
selectively foliar spray small trees where you
can avoid overspray to nearby desirable plants.
If the trees are too large for foliar application
and a more targeted treatment is desirable,
then a recommended method is “hack-and-
squirt” where a hatchet is used to make
downward angled cuts on the tree trunk and
then a concentrated herbicide is applied
directly to the cuts. Another targeted
treatment is to use a “basal bark” method
where triclopyr ester formulation is mixed with
an oil-based carrier which allows the herbicide
to penetrate through the bark of the tree
without any cuts. The basal herbicide mixture
is applied directly to the lower 12 inches of the
bark.

As with most invasive removal projects, post
treatment monitoring is important. Because
tree-of-heaven is an aggressive root sprouter,
you will most likely have to apply multiple
phases of treatments to eradicate the
population from your landscape. If you
removed a large tree, you can be assured that
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you will have many root sprouting babies
during several years following removal.

Because tree of heaven is allelopathic, it is
also recommended to wait a few years before
planting your new, and NATIVE, tree
replacement. We hope you join us in the fight
against these invaders!

- LaRae Sprow, OIPC Board & Metroparks
Toledo

Blackgum: A Stunning Native
Landscape Tree

Photo by Julie Makin

Nyssa sylvatica is commonly referred to
as Black Tupelo, Black Gum, Sour Gum,
Peperidge and Beetlebung. This native tree is
in the Nyssacaea Family and is found from
Maine to Florida and Texas to lllinois, therefore
growing through hardiness zones 3to0 9. ltis
one of our most beautiful native trees. Nyssa
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has alternate leaves that are a dark glossy
green with an oblong shape. The bark is dark
gray with pronounced ridges. The tree can
reach 30 to 50 feet tall and 20 to 30 feet wide.
The tree is somewhat arrowhead shaped when
young and can become broadly oval when
mature. The flowers are not showy but they
produce an oblong drupe black-blue fruit that is
readily eaten by a variety of birds and
mammals.

The most outstanding feature of Nyssa is
that it may have the best and greatest fall color
of any tree. The leaves maintain their glossy
coating through fall color change and the colors
can range from fluorescent yellow to orange-
scarlet and
sometimes
purple. The two
Black Gum trees
in my parents’
front yard were
consistently
scarlet-red over
the years that | observed them.

The tree does not have any major disease or
insect issues. At one time it was considered
difficult to transplant because of its long main
taproot, but with container production Nyssa
sylvatica can be moved fairly easily.

This tree has very heavy hard wood that is
cross grained. Because of this, Nyssa is very
difficult to split when dry. It has been used to
make pulleys and other items that required
tough wood, including the Beetle, a type of
mallet used to pound bungs into barrels. Thus,
the name from the northeast: the Beetlebung
tree.

- Mark Shelton, OIPC Board & Willoway
Nurseries Inc.
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Request for Proposals
Ohio Invasive Plants Council
Invasive Plants Research Grants

Deadline: December 15, 2026
Award Amounts: Up to $1,500/project

Overview: The Ohio Invasive Plants Council
seeks proposals for research that enhances
the understanding and effective control of
invasive plants that threaten Ohio’s natural
areas. Projects initiated by graduate
students, land managers, or amateur
botanists are welcomed.

We will accept and review proposals that
focus on basic biology, ecology, management,
distribution, or horticultural aspects of invasive
plants in Ohio. We have several priority
topics that will receive additional points in the
proposal scoring. Our highest priority for
funding is proposals that address questions
about potential invasive plants for which the
lack of published data hinders evaluation by the
OIPC Assessment Team. These proposals
should describe research that will help answer
one of the specific questions from the OIPC
Assessment Team. These questions are
available on the OIPC website
www.oipc.info/help-answer-research-
questions. In addition, we will prioritize
research proposals that directly connect to
invasive plant management. Close
collaboration with a land manager may help
make such proposals more relevant.

Format: Proposals should be written
using 12-point font, submitted as a single PDF
file, and should include a cover sheet,
proposal, CV/resume, and letter of
support. Student applicants should have a
letter of support from their advisor, and
otherwise the letter could be from a park
district or manager involved in the project, or a
supervisor or other qualified colleague with
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knowledge of the feasibility of the project. The
cover sheet is limited to 1 page and must
include (a) title, (b) names and contact
information for all individuals involved in the
project, (c) the specific OIPC research priority
addressed, and (d) the total dollar amount of
the request. The body of the proposal should
be no more than 4 pages, and should include
the following sections: Introduction, Problem
Statement and/or Hypotheses, Methods,
Timeline, Itemized Budget with

Justification, and Plans for Disseminating
Findings. If the proposal is part of a larger
project, this should be briefly described along
with other funding sources. An optional
literature cited section may be included, which
does not count toward the 4-page limit.

The author of the proposal (Pl) should include a
2-page curriculum vita (CV, biosketch, or
resume).

For questions, please contact Emily

Rauschert, OIPC Board Research Chair
e.rauschert@csuohio.edu

/Are You Removing Invasive \

Plants and Replacing Them with

Natives?

OIPC is looking for articles to add to our
newsletters about your experience. Sharing
your story can help inspire others to
redesign their landscape or remove
invasives from surrounding natural areas so
they can also experience the value of native
landscapes and plant communities. Please
contact us through our website if you have a

story to share.
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Help Map Invasives Across Ohio!

Mapping is a critical component of
understanding invasive species populations,
their range, how they spread, and the
habitats that they can invade. OIPC needs
your help mapping this list of non-native
plants that have limited distribution data in
natural areas in Ohio. Our preference is that
you use EDDMapS or iNaturalist mapping
applications.

e Black jetbead - Rhodotypos scandens

e Japanese snowball - Viburnum plicatum

e European cranberry-bush -
Viburnum opulus var. opulus

e Chocolate vine - Akebua quinta

e Higan cherry - Prunus subbhirtella

e Crabapple - Malus touringo (also known
as M. sieboldii)

e Wineberry - Rubus phoenicolasius

e Ravenna Grass - Tripidium ravennae

e Japanese Chaff Flower - Achyranthes
japonica

e Golden Raintree - Koelreuteria paniculata

e Creeping Buttercup - Ranunculus repens
[this is NOT lesser celandine]

Below are links to invasive mapping
applications. Happy hunting!

https://www.eddmaps.org/

https://www.inaturalist.org/

https://www.misin.msu.edu/

An Easy Way to Support OIPC!

(] y .
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Use your Kroger Plus card to help OIPC grow!
For your continued support you must enroll

annually so be sure to check if your enrollment
has expired.

Visit: KrogerCommunityRewards.com

Sign in or create a new account. Select OIPC
and click on “enroll.” The codes for OIPC are:
#23916 Cincinnati Region (includes Dayton and
Lima)

#47319 Great Lakes / Columbus region (rest of
Ohio)

Looking For a Speaker or
Workshop Topic?

OIPC is dedicated to
education on invasive
plants throughout all
of Ohio. Feel free to
contact us through
our website to
request a speaker on this topic. We look forward
to collaboration and outreach to help us reach
new audiences.
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OIPC Research Conference 2027

OIPC hosts an invasive plants research
conference every 3 years and we are
excited that the next one will be in
February or March of 2027. The exact
date and location and agenda will be
coming soon. We look forward to seeing
you there!

The Ohio Invasive Plants Council coordinates statewide efforts and direction to
address the threats of invasive species to Ohio’s ecosystems and economy by providing
leadership and promoting stewardship, education, research, and information exchange.
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OIPC Board of Directors
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Gary Conley, President

Jennifer Windus, Vice-President David Listerman
Steve Hovick, Treasurer Adrien Lowien-Kirian
Kari Horn, Secretary Carrie Morrow
Derrick Cooper Emily Rauschert
Jennifer Finfera Mark Shelton

Steve Herminghausen LaRae Sprow
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