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NEWS RELEASE

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 
Contact:  Tom Redfern


Office Phone:  740-767-4938


E-mail:  tomr@ruralaction.org 


Website:  www.ruralaction.org 

Holistic Training for Invasive Plant Management

 TRIMBLE, Ohio (May 9, 2007) – Invasive plants present management challenges for local landowners and caretakers. In an effort to address these issues, Rural Action will host an Invasive Plant Management Training for Natural Resource Professionals.  Continuing Education Units (CEU’s) will be available through Society of American Foresters.

The training, designed for land managers and interested landowners, will take a holistic approach to invasive plant management looking at diverse, contemporary perspectives on invasive classification, history and control. 

Speaker Jennifer Hillmer, land steward of the Holden Arboretum, is a founding director of both the Ohio Invasive Plants Council and the Midwest Invasive Plant Network.  Speakers also include Jennifer Windus, currently the president of Ohio Invasive Plants Council and is a program administrator at the Ohio Division of Wildlife, Bob Beyfuss of Cornell Cooperative Extension, Vocational Educator and Master Naturalist John Fichtner of West Virginia, and Certified Holistic Educator Fred Hayes.  Topics include “The Threats of Invasive Plants in Ohio’s Natural Habitats”, “Managing Noxious Weeds in a Scientific Context”, and “A Holistic View of Succession and Biodiversity”.  

This intensive workshop will lead off three days of educational opportunities at Camp Oty-Okwa in the beautiful Hocking Hills.  Following this event on June 2 and 3, will be the 9th Annual Landowners Conference.  For more information about the conference, please visit www.ruralaction.org/conference.  This training is funded by USDA North Central Sustainable Agriculture Research and Education (SARE) Program, and designed to offer challenging ideas on a very challenging problem: invasive plant management. 

Register by May 25th, by calling Tom Redfern at 740-742-4401, or Jeff Hardin at 740-767-2090.  Cost is $15 and includes a lunch of local foods.  Scholarships are available for students or others in need.  The workshop will start at 10:00 a.m. and end at 4:30 p.m.  

-30-

Rural Action is a local membership-based, nonprofit organization promoting social, economic and environmental justice in Appalachian Ohio.  

